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rooms on the upper floor, have splendid goffered ceilings ot
the same description as those in the rooms of the Palazzo
Vecchio which Cosimo I had decorated for Eleonora di
Toledo; and as this portion oi the upper floor of the palace
formed part of Cosimo's building it is probable that these
rooms were thus decorated for her in the same way.

The views from the great windows of the first floor are
very fine; but it is upon the upper floor that the bebt idea
is gained of the size and height of the building and the extent
of the views from it. Owing to the great height of the palace,
and its position on a slight eminence, the views looking from
the balcony39 of the upper floor are splendid, the eye being
carried right over the city, and the view embracing the entire
valley of the Arno and the mountains surrounding it. Similarly
from the back of the palace on the same storey an extensive
view is afforded of the whole of the Boboli gardens, sloping
up to the Fort of San Giorgio; while from the large centre
window of the main portion of the building, as well as from
the rooms at the ends of the two wings, sports and pastimes
taking place in the amphitheatre situated in this part of the
gardens could be as easily watched as if sitting in the amphi-
theatre.

Such was the palace in which the last three generations of
the Medici passed their lives.

Ferdinand's reign witnessed a great activity in regard to
the minor arts, and especially in regard to one of them.
While at this time various sculptors, in particular Pietro
and Ferdinando Tacca (the successors of Gian da Bologna),
attained a certain excellence, "the last gleams of expiring
genius," the chief direction to which the artistic talent of
Florence at this period devoted its energies was that of the
Florentine inlay-work, or pietra dura industry, which had
been started by Ferdinand's grandfather, Ferdinand I. The
reign of Ferdinand II is notable as that in which this art
made so great an advance that it became a speciality of